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Mairehau & St Albans Community Update

This issue highlights our OSCAR Programme and the progress we’ve made with our community garden.
The photo featured above is from our working bee held July 3rd. We are also excited to announce that
our Light Party will be happening again, October 31st - book it in your diaries!
These tougher times with the increase in cost of living, Covid and flu going around in our community
has highlighted once more how important it is to have friends and whānau around to support us. If you
would like to meet new people, or just get out and about more, we encourage you to come along to one
of the many community groups on offer.
Read on to learn about what’s happening in Mairehau and St Albans over the next few months, and how
you and your whānau can build new friendships by getting involved and connected.
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Noteworthy News
Recent highlights at Neighbourhood Trust

A Home Away From Home
Our NHT OSCAR Programme
In out of school time, children need choices, a sense of freedom and the
chance to participate and connect with others in their own way. This is
what Neighbourhood Trust O.S.C.A. R. aim to offer in our programmes.
OSCAR itself is a national service which is offered to all families as
needed. There are many providers both private and businesses. We are a
not for profit organisation that use our profits to help offer other
community services that the trust offers.
For afterschool care, our aim is to create a home away from home where
our children can come, unload the school day, have a snack and some
down time.
The benefits for your children are to get them socialising in a semi
structured space with oversight of caring adults, having the opportunity
to learn crafts or even cooking skills. We play group games which helps to
keep the children active and lets them use up some of their energy. Free
play is encouraged after our group exertion. We aim to work with the
individual child’s abilities, skills and character as much as we can in order
to enhance their sense of worth in our community.

Our holiday programmes are full of fun activities often with added life skills thrown in. We have two trip
days each week along with competitions, crafts, games and hobbies. In the last year we made aprons
and budgeted, shopped and cooked a meal; that was our NHT MasterChef week. Each week in the
holidays has a theme which the activities are based on. Most recently we had Just Chill, which
included ice skating, inflatable world and the NHT Amazing race. The older children are able to practice
their leadership skills in whatever capacity that they are most comfortable. Many take the challenge
with both hands and find that they enjoy this opportunity and grow significantly through it.
The best reward we as staff get, is when some of our children come back after they have left our care,
just to say hello. It is a great privilege to be able to input into the children’s lives and watch them grow.
Currently we are running on one site but will be opening another one soon. From term three we will be
offering care for three schools, Mairehau Primary, St Francis of Assisi and St Albans Primary. So look
out for our van.
If you’d like any further information you can contact our OSCAR Manager Roana Johnstone
M. 027 701 9382 | E. childrens@nht.org.nz
W. nht.org.nz/oscar-before-after-school-programme/

The Mairehau Neighbourhood Garden
The story of the creation of a community garden project for our
community is a long one. Partly due to the falling through of an initial
site that was planned, and a lot to do with Covid disruptions, ill
health, and weather conditions. However, we do have tangible
progress happening albeit slowly. If you’re on Facebook, you
may have seen our new garden page under the new name for
our community garden – the Mairehau Neighbourhood
Garden. It combines different aspects of what this is all
about. ‘Mairehau’ being the suburb that most of our work
occurs in. ‘Neighbourhood’ being twofold. Firstly that this is
intended to be a community or neighbourhood project,
bringing people together. It also brings part of our name
(Neighbourhood Trust) into the title as this is an initiative we have
championed. ‘Garden’ is a lot about producing food, but also
includes a place to chill, sit and enjoy; a place to learn; a place for nonedibles that encourage insect and bird life for pollination.

If you haven’t yet liked our Facebook page, go to @NHTGarden
and like us. We’re giving regular updates on there. One of the
wonderful aspects of this garden is the amazing mural being
created by Storm and Cara Waiwai, provided with very
generous donations of paint from The Natural Paint Co. A
photo of one of the monarch butterflies on the mural is the
profile pic for the Facebook page.

While this garden is not big enough to produce the quantity of food
that would solve everyone’s food needs, the focus will primarily be on
teaching, learning, passing on knowledge and skills so that people
in our community can take home the skills they learn and take
charge of their own fruit and vegetable production. We
anticipate skill-building and workshops so that people have
the opportunity to learn about such things as composting,
seed propagation, pruning, harvesting, cooking what’s in
season (we have a kitchen available on site to be able to do
this); bottling, preserving and much more.
If you have some skills in the area of gardening, building,
composting, or any of the ways that we might be able to pass
on skills, we would love to hear from you. We’d also love to hear
from you if you know of resources that might be helpful in any
aspect of this project.
Please contact Don M. 027 956 9202 | E. community@nht.org.nz

Golden Connections

What’s Happening...

Social events and services for over 60 year olds

in the Neighbourhood

Are you over 60 and wanting to meet new
people and enjoy getting out?
Golden Connections is based at the McFadden
Centre (64 McFaddens Rd) and provides a range
of activities.
Strength & Balance fun every Friday

ACTIVITIES
Monday Mornings, fortnightly
Foot Clinics

Fridays, 1pm
Strength & Balance

Soak in a foot spa, get your nails trimmed
and then finish off with a foot massage.
All for $15!

Low impact, circuit class designed to
improve your balance, strength and mobility
whilst having fun!

Phone Dawn for an appointment.

Cuppa & time to chat afterwards,
$2 donation to cover costs.

SPECIAL EVENTS
Afternoon Teas
1pm, McFaddens Centre

Fun Quiz
1pm McFaddens Centre

Where else can you get a wide range of food,
fun and a hot drink for $5?
Each time we have a different theme.
Bring a friend. Bookings advised.

Come along and be a part of a team to
challenge your memory of people, songs,
animals and general knowledge.
Lots of fun & friendly competition.

August 29th - “Around the World”
November 7th - “All things Canterbury”
December 5th - “Christmas Celebration”

September 12th
November 21st

Singalong
1pm McFaddens Centre
Come along and join the fun of singing some
good old songs. Let us know if you have a
favourite beforehand so we can make sure it
is included in our songsheets.
September 26th
December 19th (Carol Singing)

For bookings or a programme
contact Dawn
E. cdw@nht.org.nz | M. 027 710 0022

Game On! our parenting course for Dad’s is ticking along nicely.
Courses are 6 weeks long, run on a Tuesday night during term time, from 7-9pm, and we
run one per term. Get in touch with Don if you’d like to book in for a course, or if you’d like
to know more, and share the info with your mates.
Why not get a couple of mates to do it with you?
Contact Don M. 027 956 9202 | E. community@nht.org.nz

Neighbourhood Trust
community hub:
49 Nancy Ave, Mairehau

A special thank you to the
funders of Neighbourhood
Trust

WOMEN’S EXPLORER
GROUP
An opportunity to join a small group to do some
personal development.
Topics covered include: Who Am I? Where Am I
Heading? Grief, Understanding Trauma,
Maintaining Balance & Wellbeing, Surviving &
Flourishing, Hope, and Safe Relationships.
Wednesdays (during term time) kai at 12noon,
finishing at 2pm.
Contact Dawn
E. cdw@nht.org.nz | M. 027 710 0022

KIWI DADS
Neighbourhood Trust Community Development
Worker, Don is available to spend time with you
over a coffee to chat with Dads about their
struggles in parenting, their dreams for
themselves and their children and to offer
encouragement, support & advice.
Contact Don
E. community@nht.org.nz | M. 027 956 9202
+ check out their Facebook Group
@KiwiDadsChch

THE WHĀNAU
CENTRE RESOURCES
We have a range of books, CDs, DVDs and other
resources on a wide range of parenting topics at
the Whānau Centre that you are welcome to come
and read, browse or borrow. If you’re interested in
something specific, please let us know!

About

Neighbourhood News is an initiative of Neighbourhood Trust, the
community arm of St Albans Baptist Church. We support the
people of Mairehau and St Albans to build vibrant, connected
communities, where every person can reach their potential.
Neighbourhood Trust partners with other like-minded
organisations to offer programmes, classes and events that
create connections, support local people, and build on
community strengths.
P. 355 6522 E. comms@nht.org.nz W. nht.org.nz
Congratulations to Leanna Dodge for recently receiving
the Papanui-Innes Community Service Award from
Christchurch City Council. Leanna is our Chairperson
for Neighbourhood Trust and dedicates many hours
of her time to people in our community.
Well done and thank you Leanna!

KAI SUPPORT
We have kai boxes available for households in
the local area who need some assistance.
Visit nht.org.nz/kai-box/ to request some
kai. This will be available to pick up from the
Whānau Centre on Tuesdays for people who
have requested one.
If you have an urgent need, or are struggling
to access the website phone Dawn on 027
710 0022.

JOB SEEKER SUPPORT
We offer CV and Cover Letter support for
those who are seeking to find work.
Would you like to create a CV or improve your
current one?
Get in touch with Sarah to book an
appointment by emailing
operations@nht.org.nz.

HIRE THE
WHĀNAU CENTRE
Do you need a reasonably priced
and accessible space for classes,
meetings or tutoring? Visit
nht.org.nz/the-whānau-centre/
for further info on hiring our space.

EVERY
LETTER BOX
Kia ora Neighbours,
We are delivering
Neighbourhood News to
every letterbox. We hope
you value our newsletter as
being better than junk mail
or advertising. However,
you can contact us at
comms@nht.org.nz if you
do not want to receive
further publications.
From your Neighbourhood
Trust Team.

NHT is pleased to be a “Good Cause” on fundraising platform,
Upstream NZ. If you’re looking for service providers for your
home or business, check out www.upstreamnz.co.nz for
available suppliers and choose NHT as your “Good Cause”. Each
invoice generated will see the supplier give a percentage back to
charity. This is a great way to support NHT and local business.

The St Albans Baptist Church family are committed to creating
an environment in which people love God, love one another and
use their God given gifts. Join us each Sunday at 10am at 64
McFaddens Road, St Albans.
P. 355 6522 E. office@sabc.org.nz W. sabc.org.nz
A. 64 McFaddens Road, St Albans

Regular
Neighbourhood
Activities
MONDAYS

TUESDAYS

GOLDEN ACTIVITY

CRAFT GROUP

GAME ON!

Time Varies
03 355 6522

10am - 12pm
SABC Redwood Lounge
Contact: Christine 981 5134
Sharon 027 473 1846 or
Anita 352 9272

7pm -9pm, termly
Parenting Course
for Dads
Contact Don
community@nht.org.nz,
or 027 956 9202

027 710 0022 cdw@nht.org.nz

WEDNESDAYS
VOLUNTEER WORK DAYS

THURSDAYS
SABC YOUTH

9am - 1pm, termly
All are welcome to come and work in our new
build for our community garden.
Contact Don
community@nht.org.nz, or 027 956 9202
Facebook @NHTGarden

FRIDAYS
MUSIC & ACTION
(PRESCHOOLERS)
9:30am - 11am
Contact Rebecca
comms@nht.org.nz or find us on
Facebook @musicactionSABC
All activities are located at:
St Albans Baptist Church (SABC)
64 McFaddens Road, St Albans.

7pm - 9pm
Contact Seb Norman, Youth Pastor
youth@sabc.org.nz

SUNDAYS
ST ALBANS BAPTIST CHURCH
SERVICE
10am - 11:45am
Contact Murdo
churchmanager@sabc.org.nz
03 355 6522

HOW CAN YOU HELP?
If you like what you’ve seen & would like to
support us head to www.nht.org.nz/giving

